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The 2006 Fatherhood Initiative:
Turning the heart of the fathers to the children,

the hearts of the children to their fathers!

Fatherhood

The first assumption
is that everyone
knows how to be an
effective father, and
such an simple topic
as fatherhood needs
no speclflc or
rudimentary
development.

According to Erikson,
developmental
psychologist, “Healthy
and fulfilled adults all
have an important
characteristic In
common, they work to
ensure that the world
will be a better place
for all of our children”.

“They (fulfilled adults)

Their Family are the first
victims of fathers and mothe
that are incarcerated.

make sacrifices to
nurture and guide the
next generation”.
Erikson labels such
individuals generative
men and women.
Erik Erikson

(excerpts from
COGIC Scholars Advocate)

The Center for
Reconciliation

seeks to focus on
how to encourage
and to produce
more effective
fathering.

sThe approach,
"our opportunity"
A lack of effective
fathering" effects
more than
“the poor, minority
families or is
"a single parent /

mothers” problem.

We must"turn the

A lack of effective fathering" effects more than
“the poor, minority families or is "a single mothgr
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This resource and others available:
http://fatherhood.socialchangenow.org/

"Over 30,000,000
children in the U.S.
do not have a father
living with them and

over one-third will not
see their father at all
in the next twelve
months".

Personal Notes

heart of the fathers With a curse.
to the children,  (Malachi4:6)

If not we just might be
and the heart of frosting (allowing to

the children to their grow up) a society

fathers, lest | come Where paref”“”g IS
', a matter of just

and smite the earth I

having or supporting ba-
bies, and growing Up
disconnected,

Unfulfilled adults.

For more on this teaching:
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"The majority

of teen mothers
come from homes
without fathers"

Personal Notes

The Center for Reconciliation and Social Change, In.
The Fatherhood Initiative:

WHAT IS A FATHER ROL E?
TWO POINTS OF VIEW

Fathers as Canvas of Just Socigftiety View)
Practically speaking, the

Fatherhood pictured or a father ought to be. different dimensions of

viewed by others, as Their spouse’s fatherhood
E)pposgd to merel_y perception of a oor}e Vsﬁ;ttr?ggl would
fathering” a Cg",ld' fathers responsi- | catnersrole | NCiude

A Few S_t udies bllltleS, as well as comes from the br_eaFj'

have examined how portrayal of media and |Winning,

men come to define their¢ s thers in the entertainment | MU TtUrer
f,atherhoo_d' TheY are media and industries; modeling,
likely to view theirrole  entertainment “Subject To Ty~ | @nd

as fathers based on how industries, and

socialization of

- The Moral leader and

- sharing responsibility in
- the family, community

. and workplace.

For more on this in-
Fatherhood Initiative

Resource and others available Info:

http://fatherhood.socialchangenow.org/

they were fathered, or
their perception of what

Fathers as Moral

the influence of public
perception of their role.

Leaders

A Spiritual Father Sets An Example

Fathers as Moral Leaders life in Christ Jesus.

A Spiritual Father Sets An
Example:

Therefore | urge you to
imitate me. For this
reason | am sending to
you Timothy, my son
whom | love, who is faith-
ful in the Lord. He will
remind you of my way of

(1Corinthians 4:16-17p

Development of moral
and spiritual beliefs in

children. Parents as
teachers of values.
(Deuteronomy 6§

-which children pass on
to their next generation

Father’s guide their children, as moral leaders and

share responsibility in the

their community.

1 Corinthians 4:14-21

-Establishing what is suc
cessful, a failure and a
pattern for life

family, community and work

children, involvement in
their children's lives, moral
andproviding a sense of
stability.

Fathers as models of
masculinity
(Proverbs 22:%

-which children imitate
becoming the source for
their children

Fathers as moral
guides (2 Kings 15:)

-Establishing social, and
spiritual behaviors; right
and wrong ways to live and
serve

Often times the movement,
root of their / our whose
opportunity lies in | policies and
the disconnection | operations
effect social
change

to function as
a faith based

in families.

(separation) from

persons need betp  The

re-connected to Fatherhood |God the fathers,
their family, and Initiative natural father

faith in God and or| missionis; |(@ pattern for living)

community process.
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The Center for Reconciliation and Social Change, In.

Three-quarters of all African-American children bor
since 1975 will live some portion of their formativ
years with only one parent

Father Absence

cal and/or emotional,

is a critical problem in our
country today.

Currently, more than 27
million children-39% of
all US children-now live
apart from their father.

In a typical year, well
over one-third of these
children won't even see
their dad. More than half
of all European-
American children and

three-quarters of all
Father's absence, whether phy African-American
children born since
1975 will live some
portion of their forma-
tive years with only
one parent; and in
the vast majority of
these cases, it's the
father who is absent.

Research shows that
the costs of father's
absence are high.

Key findings

of several studies in
recent years show
that:

Children with little or
no contact with their
fathers are more
likely to drop out of
school.

Become involved in
drug and alcohol
abuse.

Girls are more
likely to become
pregnant as teens.

Father's absence, whether physical and
or emotional, is critical Today!

Boys are more likely
to become involved
in crime and vio-
lence.

While father-absence
is not the only variable
contributing to these
kinds of social prob-
lems neither can it be
ignored.

In short, fathers play a

key role in the s  Three major empha-

uccessful S ses are identified in
ocialization of the literature on
children. father absence:

Unfortunately, even
when a father is
physically present in
the home, he may be
emotionally
absent

The impact of father
absence on

intellectual or

Effects on Aca-
demic achieve-
ment,

The impact of father Absence on

G e nd e r -specific
development,

And general behavioral
adjustment and aggres-
sion in male children.

Beyond the emotional
and behavioral conse-
guences of father ab-
sence:

There are striking

Economic

n
e

Over 71% of high
school drop outs are
from fatherless home%

Personal Notes

This is a excerpts from
The Fatherhood Initiative

More resource available:

consequences for the There are
children. emotional and
Over 65 percent of behavioral
children I|v_|ng W|trr1] consequences
never-married mothers of absence
are living below the pov-

erty line. Fathers...

This compares with

10 percent of children living
in two-parent families.
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Personal Notes

The Goals of this Faith Based Fatherhood

The case has been
established that in the
absence of a father,
our children lack the
identity necessary
to effectively
and productively
move forward in life
and at best
ossibly
unctional
aspects of social life.
Resulting in the
disconnection
experience)in relati
onshipbuilding fo
r the family, in
their community, or
the duty to become
productive workers.

Our mission by faith is
to stimulate the debate
and spur into action
adults that understand
the value of dtherhoogl

to become fatherhood

models.

We will further
promote 3 levels of
fatherhood in the

absence of orto

strengthen the father's
role.

Initiative

Fatherhood Today

Promoting, encouraging
fathers to father and
children to honor the
importance of fathers

today. Seek role models
to stimulate the debate and
foster fatherless children.

(go to web site for more details)

Surrogate/Foster

be dysf Fatherhood Initiative:

in many One that takes the place of
a substitute un-

another;
til the natural father can

(lack of be returned to his duties.

Or Fostering parental
care and nurture be-

cause the natural father is

not available or un-
willing.

(go to web site for more details)

Mentoring
Fathers and
Children:

A wise and trusted coun-
selor or teacher, having
experienced successful
fathering, working with a
father and or child to
build an enriched fa-
ther/child relationship

(go to web site for more details)

How You Can Help

First and
foremost, pray for
strengthening of
fathers every-
where!

When you see a
father doing what is

necessary compli-
ment him, and rein-
force the impor-
tance's of having a
father to guild you to
the child.

Pass on this site to
individuals, families,
organizations that
could promote and
become a voice for
effective fathering.

Pass on the tools,
teachings to families
that are struggling
and could benefit for
positive reinforce-
ments.

We could use your
donations, financial
support to keep this
message on the web,
as well as reaching
countless fathers that
are incarcerated and
have no family,
community support, or
way to re-connect to
their children.

Support our Sponsors
let them know that you
linked from our site.

Sponsor a family
(who's father is
incarcerated ) for one
year- $ 65.00 for cards,
letters and encourage-
ment throughout the
year during holidays,
birthdays to both the
child and father.

Go to our web site for
up to date information,
materials and events
planned for 2006.

This initiative is a
outreach of Living

Word Mission,
Seaford, DE.

Www. LivingWordMissionCOM



